290	THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN POETRY
or Nut, which is identified either with the Nile or the
Ocean. Nu is written with three pots, three water marks,
and the sign of heaven, In a hymn to Ptah-Tencn we
find: " Maker of grain, which cotneth forth from Him in
His name Nu the Aged, who maketh the water appear on
the mountains, to give life unto man and woman,"L Sir
Wallis Budge drew my attention to the fact that the
uterus symbolism also exists to-day in the Southern
Egyptian hinterland in the form of rain and fertility charms,
Occasionally it still happens that the natives in the bush
kill a woman and take out her uterus, in order to make
use of this organ in magical rites. (Cf. P. Amaury Talbot,
"In the Shadow of the Bush", pp. 67, 74 ff,)
When one bears in mind how powerfully the Fathers
of the Church were influenced by Gnostic ideas, in spite
of the strongest resistance to such heresies, it is not
unthinkable that in this very symbolism of the vessel a
pagan relic which proved adaptable to Christianity should
have crept in; all the more easily, in fact, since the
Virgin worship is itself a vestige of paganism, by which
the Christian Church secured the entail of the Magna
Mater, Isis, and others. The image of the Vas sapient%&
also recalls a Gnostic prototype, viz. Sophia, an immensely
significant symbol for the Gnosis.
I have lingered rather longer upon the vessel symbolism
than my readers might have expected. I have done this,
however, for a definite reason, because, to my mind, this
legend of the Grail, so essentially characteristic of the
early Middle Ages, contains considerable psychological
enlightenment in its relation to the service of woman,
The central religious idea of  this   infinitely varied
legendary material is the holy vessel, which, as everyone
must see, is a thoroughly non-Christian image, whose origin
is to be sought in other than canonical sources.   On the
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